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Social storytelling

A quick overview of what makes
a successftul socilal post
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SOCIAL STORYTELLING

OVERVIEW

What does a social post
need to be successful?

< VISUALS >

Of everything: people you
Interview, key moments
at an event, or even
Important locations.

Oftentimes, social posts
require more visuals than
an onsite or print story
does, so the more you
can get the better.

<CONTEXT>

Social posts are a great
opportunity to highlight
different angles of a story,
SO communicating with
the producers and
providing additional
iInformation can help
make a post really shine.

<ACTIONABLE>

Most often, the posts that
are most shareable are
ones that can speak to a
dailly occurrence In
someone’s life, or
contains “news you can
use” that compels
someone to action.




SOCIAL STORYTELLING

FORMATS

The process of turning
a story Into a post

Formats, topics and the
mystifying needs of the
algorithm all play a part into what
form a story takes on the feed.

Here are some guidelines to
help determine what format
IS the best fit.

Single slides

Most often used for breaking or hard news
stories. However, an eye-catching analysis
or op-ed headline can get people to take
the extra step to click to the site.

Carousels and threads

Think of these as condensed
snippets of a story. Lists and
quotes tend to be most shareable.

Reel or Tiktok

Sometimes seeing the moment or
hearing someone talk about it is the
most impactful way to deliver the news.
These are great for discoverability and
reaching a wide audience.




SOCIAL STORYTELLING

VISUALS

Visual types

lllustrations
 For sensitive topics
- Stories on mental
health, abstract
concepts or trends

Photos

- Breaking news, stories
where you need to see the
moment or topic, interviews

Video

- Events with a reporter-
to-camera, speeches,
stories where you want
to see it happening
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As boys shift to the right,
we are seeing therise of
the mew chill girl
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Wall of Shame Mural brings
attention to the January 6
rioters pardoned by Trump

A giant new mural has launched to remind
people of the alleged crimes committed by
more than 1,500 Maga loyalists
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SOCIAL STORYTELLING

EXAMPLES

Whetherit's for a
feature or breaking
news - visuals are
key to help a story
stand out on the feed

From left to right,
counterclockwise:
Animated carousel
for an environmental
feature

Exclusive interview
with personal photos
A buzzy moment
caught by a reporter
Shareable list of
Democrat wins on
election night
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How plastic contaminates entire
ecosystems - and even the food we eat

Exclusive

Firefighter detained on

the job speaks out after
deportation: I feel betrayed

Border patrol arrested Jose Bertin Cruz-Estrada
while he was battling a wildfire in Washington.
He is now in Mexico and separated from his family
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US vice-president JD Vance booed by
audience as he took his seat at a
National Symphony Orchestra concert
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Democrats triumph in key
USraces, signaling a growing
backlash against Trump

The party won big in New Jersey, New York,
Virginia and California. Swipe to see the
outcome of the 2025 off-year votes

Democrats clinched key victories
across the US, including:

New York: Zohran Mamdani was elected
the city’s first Muslim mayor.

Virginia: Democrat Abigail Spanberger was
elected the state’s first female governor.

Georgia: Alicia Johnson and Peter Hubbard
became the first Democrats to win a non-
federal statewide election in nearly 20 years.

Pennsylvania: Three liberal justices won
another 10-year term on the Pennsylvania
supreme court, allowing Democrats to maintain
a 5-2 majority in the swing-state’s court.

California: Voters supported Prop 50,
approving a new congressional map designed
to boost Democrats in 2026 and counter a
redistricting effort led by Trump in Texas.




