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Sunlight’s Collective Impact

400+ 
JOURNALISTS

Collaborations span legacy and startup 
newsrooms, national and hyperlocal

RANGE Media: Spokane official pledged to divest from 
PFAS-linked stocks

Nevada Independent: Lawmakers called for revamped 
disclosure forms potentially increasing financial transparency 
for legislators. 

Wisconsin Watch: Gableman exposé anchored by campaign 
finance history

100+ 
NEWSROOMS

25+ 
STORIES



How Sunlight can help:
Workshops and Tools

● Monthly community workshops
● Certificate, premium workshops
● Community office hours
● Members-only office hours
● Investigative toolkitExplore and register 

for our Workshops



Sunlight’s Investigative Toolkit
Workshop Recordings

If you’ve missed a live workshop or would 
like to re-watch one from the past, check 

out these recordings to learn about 
everything from digging through 990s to 

government data disappearing.

Tip Sheets
Almost all of our workshops come with a tip 

sheet component. These are valuable 
documents full of resources for 

investigative research and reporting.  

How-To Videos
These quick and targeted how-to videos 

are there to help you learn how to navigate 
certain databases, find specific 

information, and best use open source 
resources. 

Reporting Recipes
Check out our reporting recipes for a 

detailed walkthrough of how to do certain 
research and reporting. One example 

includes tracking PPP loans to political 
candidates. 

Templates
Use these templates to keep yourself 

organized. They can help you organize a 
timeline, source list, or even track 

legislator activity. 

Explore the whole toolkit here.



Our Investigative Toolkit:
Government Data Disappearing

Workshop Recordings Tip Sheets Reporting Recipes



Tools to Track Changes
● Klaxon, part of MuckRock’s DocumentCloud, lets you 

set up alerts for when a page or a particular part of a 
page is updated. It works on most government and 
campaign websites. 

● The Internet Archive’s Wayback Machine
● IRE 2025 and AccessFest 2025 Tip sheet: When 

government data disappears: How to cross-check, 
preserve, and investigate

http://bit.ly/4nFgEUj 

http://bit.ly/4nFgEUj


Tools to Detect Changes
● Visualping – Visual/text change tracking with alerts, Chrome extension 

(freemium)
● WebSite-Watcher – Advanced local tool for Windows ($$)
● Distill.io – Content tracking with local app, browser, Chrome extension 

(freemium)
● PageCrawl.io – Team-friendly archiving and alerts (freemium)
● Wachete – Tracks private/password-protected pages (freemium)
● ChangeTower – Keyword and content change alerts (freemium)
● Fluxguard – HTML, visual and text tracking, translation (freemium)
● Follow That Page – Basic email alerts for text changes
● SiteDelta – Firefox-only in-browser tracker
● KeyCDN Tools  – check HTTP header for when page was last modified

Tip Sheet: http://bit.ly/4nFgEUj 

http://bit.ly/4nFgEUj


TIP SHEET: Government  
Data Disappearing 

● Start by searching existing 
archives.

● Some datasets removed from 
agency sites still live on Data.gov  

● GovWayback has historical 
versions of government websites 
prior to Jan. 20

Are datasets you use at risk?

Tip Sheet: http://bit.ly/4nFgEUj 

https://data.gov/
http://bit.ly/4nFgEUj


● Data Rescue Project
● Data Liberation Project (DLP)
● Data Curation Network (DCN)
● Harvard Dataverse
● DataLumos
● Association of Health Care Journalists’ Health 

Journalism Data
● PEW Research Center
● ProPublica

Preserving Public Records



Tips to keep track of resources you use
● Archive early, and often.

● Always save a copy of a dataset or file — not just a link.

● Check robots.txt to find out if crawling is restricted.

● Check source code to see when a page was last updated.

● Monitor GitHub and other resources for changes to government 
open data repositories.

● Set up notifications to track changes. 

● Timestamp all backup copies



● Changes in how to describe government data 

● Accountability mechanisms for secondary sources 

● The government shutdown’s impact 

● Impact on local communities 

● Ethical and methodological considerations 

More considerations with 
disappearing data



How Sunlight can help:
Research Desk

● The on-demand Sunlight Research 
Desk supports high-impact stories 
with deep backgrounding, 
document gathering, data analysis 
and much more!



Collaborations

Research is 
collaborative, not a 

handoff

Transparency and 
fact-checking are 

baked into process

We protect your 
sourcing and editorial 

independence



Research Desk:
Stories with research
support from Sunlight



Research Desk:
Stories with research
support from Sunlight



Research Desk:
Stories with research
support from Sunlight



Research Desk:
On-Demand Support for High-Impact 
Reporting

● FOIA support and document retrieval
● Dataset identification, verification and instruction
● Verification of older, missing or partial data
● Fact-checking and rebuilding datasets
● Data scraping, parsing and metadata documentation

Learn about our 
Membership



Questions?
anna@sunlightresearch.net

elizabeth@sunlightresearch.net

Visit Sunlight’s website: 
https://bit.ly/sunlight-research 

mailto:anna@sunlightresearch.net
mailto:elizabeth@sunlightresearch.net

