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Aallyah Wright
Rural Issues Reporter

How I Reported
The Story

United States Department of Agriculture Regional Food 
Business Centers

http://www.capitalbnews.org
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What is the United States 
Department of Agriculture 

(USDA)?
● 29 agencies 
● 100,000 employees*
● 4,500 locations*
*This number is no longer accurate as a result of the Trump administration’s plan to 
relocate agency headquarters and probationary firings, resignations, and retirement 
offers

http://www.capitalbnews.org
https://www.usda.gov/agencies
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http://www.capitalbnews.org
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http://www.capitalbnews.org
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● $400 million commitment over 5 years
● July 2023-Dec. 2024

○ $607K distributed in grants
○ 5,527 organizations/businesses
○ 7,874 individuals received TA
○ 325 new businesses created

What the data told me

http://www.capitalbnews.org
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2023/05/03/usda-announces-finalists-twelve-new-usda-regional-food-business-centers-and-420-million-funding
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Combined_RFBC_PPR_HighlightsandDashboardJuly2023_June2024.pdf
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What real people told me

https://capitalbnews.org/black-farmers-usda-funding-cuts/

http://www.capitalbnews.org
https://capitalbnews.org/black-farmers-usda-funding-cuts/
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How can you localize the 
impacts?

http://www.capitalbnews.org
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Link to websites for reach 
center, along with email 

address 

1. Find the center in your 
coverage area.

2. Reach out to the 
university, nonprofit, or 
organization who leads 
the efforts of the RFBC

3. Check list of Business 
Builder Grant recipients. 
(Example of Southwest 
RFBC here)

***Farmer data: Census of 
Agriculture***

http://www.capitalbnews.org
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/local-regional/rfbcp/awarded-centers
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/local-regional/rfbcp/awarded-centers
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/local-regional/rfbcp/awarded-centers
https://swfoodbiz.org/business-builder/
https://swfoodbiz.org/business-builder/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/
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How to reach me
Bluesky: 

https://bsky.app/profile/aallyahpatrice.bsky.social
LinkedIn:

https://linkedin.com/in/aallyahwright
Instagram:

https://instagram.com/journalistaallyah
Email:

aallyah.wright@capitalbnews.org

Read my work at www.capitalbnews.org

http://www.capitalbnews.org
https://bsky.app/profile/aallyahpatrice.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/aallyahpatrice.bsky.social
https://linkedin.com/in/aallyahwright
https://instagram.com/journalistaallyah

