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2013 state report: Native Americans die 20 years earlier than their 
white peers 

10 years later… 
what has changed?



ADVICE: “Don’t just cover the disparities. We’re tired of hearing 
about the disparities.”
● How to do this with care?

○ Listening sessions
○ Surveys, community 

outreach
○ Not extractive journalism
○ Solutions focus (What can 

be done and who is doing 
the work?)



Language matters!



72 interviews, 
3,105 miles traveled, 
296 Indigenous people in MT provided input



Average age of death in Montana from 2018 to 2022

● White Montanans: 78 years old
● Native Americans in Montana: 61 years old
● Rural White Montanans: 78 years old

HERE’S WHAT I FOUND



3 STORIES, 3 WOMEN


















