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Global Democracy Has Been in Recession
for More Than a Decade
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Freedom House Shows The Third Democracy
Wave Cresting Around 2007
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V-Dem Shows a Sharp Decline in Past Dbemocricy
Decade, by Country and Population
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The Economist Intelligence Unit Democracy
Survey Showed a Nadir in 2021

The INTELLIGENCE

Economist UNIT

The global average score hit an all-time low:

The average global score in the 2021 Democracy Index fell from
5.37in 2020 to 5.28 in 2021.

“This fall is the biggest since 2010... and sets another dismal
record for the worst global score since the world democracy
index was first produced in 2006.”
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Autocratic Regimes Are Rising in Democracy
Democracy’s Place
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The United States Has Been Far From  bemocracy
Immune to This Trend
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The U.S. is Among Top Autocratizing  bemocracy
Countries in the Past Decade

A

’ {‘a
¥y oA

~<( I R A —

-0.25 -0.20 -0.15 -0.10 -0.05 0.00

V-Dem Institute Liberal Democracy Index, 2021



Protect ——

And Americans’ Commitment to Democracy
Democracy Has Eroded Substantially

Share of Americans In Favor of “Army Rule”
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Data from Democracy Fund Voter Study Group, 2020
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Younger Americans' Commitment to  bemocracy
Democracy is Weaker Than in Poland

Importance of Living in a Democracy
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racy, by decade of birth.

Yascha Mounk, The People v. Democracy, 2018.
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69% of Americans worry that their
democracy is at risk of collapse.
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The Result: A Wave of Autocrats
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What Do These Autocrats Do to Dismantle
Democracies?
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Modern Authoritarians Across the Democracy
World Use a Similar Playbook

The
Authoritarian

How reporters can contextualize and cover
authoritarian threats as distinct from politics-as-usual
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Modern Authoritarians Across the Democracy
World Use a Similar Playbook

Politicizing Spreading Executive Power Quashing Delegitimizing Corrupting Stoking
Independent disinformation Grabs Dissent Communities Elections Violence
Institutions
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They politicize independent Democracy
institutions




Protect —
Democracy

- They spread disinformation
- Aggrandize executive power
- Quash dissent

- Target vulnerable communities



They corrupt elections

Prematurely Use Court Pressure
Suppress the Claim Victory Challenges to State

Vote and Allege Amplify Fraud Legislatures
Fraud and Delay to Override

And if all of those steps fail, incite a violent insurrection.
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Get Congress
to Certify
Alternative
Electors
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They stoke violence
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Democracy depends on the public having
unbiased information about what'’s happening.




Is this politics-as-usual?
or
Is this a threat to democracy?
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This is not easy.

How Journalists Wrestle With
Covering Threats to Democracy

A new report challenges news outlets to provide richer, more
urgent coverage of the rise of authoritarian movements in the
United States and abroad.

Jonathan Karl | Author, "Betrayal: The Final Act of the Trump Show"
-——

But we've learned three lessons that can help.
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Lesson 1: Does this fit in the Playbook?

Be able to spot tactics in the wild.

Pattern recognition is key:
Does the actor use other tactics from
the Authoritarian Playbook?

TARGETING CORRUPTING STOKING

VULNERABLE L EGTIONE VIOLENCE

COMMUNITIES
POLITICIZING SPREADING AGGRANDIZING QUASHING
INDEPENDENT DISINFORMATION Rl DISSENT
INSTITUTIONS POWER
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Lesson 2: Is this new? o an authositarian st Democracy
an authoritarian transition,
what everyone thinks is normal
o is the authoritarian transition.
H ow mu Ch d oes an action Journalists have a responsibility
d evi ate from o] recedent? to ask whether they are doing
. . oo enough to record the strangeness
S | g n |f| cance - d eg ree + or novelty of what politicians do.”
freq uency. TIMOTHY SNYDER, YALE UNIVERSITY

NEW MAP OLD MAP

Gerrymandering

Trump Aides Prepared Insurrection Act
Order During Debate Over Protests




Lesson 3: Is this a systemic risk to democracy? Dot ey

“The key thing ... is how systemic the threat to
democracy is. Just as personalistic authoritarian
regimes are more fragile than party- based ones
(because when the leader disappears from
personalistic regimes, the regime tends to
crumble), threats to democracy that ... are
rooted in an institutionalized party are much
more dangerous.’

— Sheri Berman, Columbia University



The Bottom Line:

The public needs context and judicious
coverage so they can recognize the story before
it's too late.
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Thank You.
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Q&A



