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Consider on whose behalf you are writing

As a reporter, you are writing on 
behalf of the public.

As a voting rights reporter, you are 
writing on behalf of the voters.

While a legislative debate can have 
two sides, voting is not a two-sided 
argument.
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https://www.texastribune.org/2021/10/15/texas-redistricting-dallas-fort-worth/
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Tell it like it is

We owe it to our readers to use clear and exact language in our reporting. 
That’s particularly important with voting rights coverage.

-Don’t rely on “experts say” to lay out the stakes of a proposal.

-It’s our responsibility as journalists to do our homework so we can call a 
voting rule change a “restriction” if it restricts voting. If a voter roll review is 
based on flawed data, say that.

-History matters, especially in states with long histories of discrimination in 
voting.
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Find the worker bees

-Background on technical aspects of voting

-Exclusive comms from the state

-Training or conferences for election workers

(These individuals are part of the broader election ecosystem and should also 
be among those we hold accountable.)
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Center your voters

https://apps.texastribune.org/features/2019/texas-voter-roll-review-naturalized-voices/?_ga=2.256812814.484699812.1648427516-434394661.1632753441&_gac=1.155188426.1648234958.Cj0KCQjw0PWRBhDKARIsAPKHFGiD1GIfAlETkRMYb3Cp_7PDs4gVzkh2_VTsTjpXBejvAJCM5-gQ40MaAuiJEALw_wcB
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Center your voters
People don’t always accept others’ realities.
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Public voter data (and its limitations)

Voter roll data is almost always public and can be useful for data analysis; in 
some cases the voter file will be labeled down to individual precincts.

But some caveats to consider:

-The data changes from state to state. For example, some states collect 
race/ethnicity (Texas does not)

-Registration dates may not be original date of registration

-In some states, the voter file is more of a snapshot in time vs a running log 
(voter rolls vs voter history file)


