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1. Get geographic data for your points of 
interest (i.e. lat/long, area, raster, etc)

2. Get Census shapefiles (i.e. tracts) and 
demographic data (i.e. race)

3. Use QGIS to mash them together!

The 1..2..3.. recipe 



Step 1: Download data

Grocery stores
From opendata.atlantaregional.com



This has 
lat/longs 
included

https://opendata.atlantaregional.com/datasets/c3c35b3e33db4c98af32eae207748621/explore



A note 
about

addresses!





Google Maps
● $5/1000
● More accurate
● Uses an API 

Geocod.io
● User friendly
● Free for first requests
● Gives accuracy score









Step 2: Download Census data

Census shapes
From Census TIGER

Demographic data
From Census.gov



Step 2: Download Census data

Census shapes
From Census TIGER



Step 2: Download Census data

State
    County
        Tract
            Block group
                 Block



Step 2: Download Census data

Topologically Integrated Geographic Encoding and Referencing 













Step 2: Download Census data

Demographic data
From Census.gov









Decennial Census American Community 
Survey

Frequency Every 10 years Every year

Sample 100% of population (goal) Representative sample 
of population

Measurement Counts people Measures characteristics 
of people
(income, education, etc.)






