
U.S. Census Bureau 
Resources for Reporters

Leslie Malone and Jewel Jordan
Public Information Office

Rachel Marks and Nicholas Jones
Population Division

Tyson Weister
Dissemination Outreach Branch

1

National Press Foundation
January 12, 2022



Agenda

• Introduction to Census Bureau Data
• Data Equity
• Race and Ethnicity Statistics
• Demonstration of data.census.gov
• Q&A
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Census 101: Intro to Census Bureau Data

Jewel Jordan, Public Affairs Specialist, U.S. Census Bureau



Census Bureau Overview
Mission 
To measure America’s people and economy.

Every 10 Years (Decennial Census) 
Count every person living in the United States once, only once, and in the right place. 

Every Year 
Produce annual demographic statistics through the American Community Survey, Current Population 
Survey, population estimates, and 100+ other surveys/programs.
Collect economic data through monthly and annual surveys, as well as the Economic Census every 5 
years.
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Public Information Office

• Visit the Census Bureau newsroom and sign up for media 
alerts. https://www.census.gov/newsroom.html

• E-mail or call us for statistics or interviews with subject matter 
experts. 

• pio@census.gov or 301-763-3030 or 877-861-2010.
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Census.gov Newsroom
• News Releases and Media Advisories 

• https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases.html
• Press Kits 

• https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits.html
• Biweekly Tip Sheet 

• https://www.census.gov/newsroom/tip-sheets.html
• Embargoed News Releases

• https://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/embargoed_releases/
• Blogs

• https://www.census.gov/about/contact-us/social_media.html
• Subscribe to Emails

• https://www.census.gov/newsroom/subscriptions.html
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America Counts: Stories Behind the Numbers

America Counts features stories 
using Census Bureau data that 
give real-world application and 
context to the data.
www.census.gov/AmericaCounts
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2020 Census
• Apportionment: Released April 26, 2021.

• 2020: https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2020/dec/2020-apportionment
-data.html

• 2010: https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2010/dec/2010-apportionment
-data.html

• Redistricting: Released August 12, 2021. 
• 2020: https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial

-census/about/rdo/summary-files.2020.html
• 2010: https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial

-census/about/rdo/summary-files.2010.html
• Comparisons can be made back the 2010 Census and other decennial 

censuses. 

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2020/dec/2020-apportionment-data.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2010/dec/2010-apportionment-data.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/about/rdo/summary-files.2020.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/about/rdo/summary-files.2010.html


American Community Survey
• Ongoing monthly survey sent to 3.5 million 

addresses/year. 
• Produces timely data for small areas and population 

groups previously collected on the decennial long 
form. 

• Covers 35+ topics (employment, occupation, veteran 
status, commuting, etc.) and supports 300+ known 
federal government uses. 

• 1-Year and 5-Year estimates released annually. 
• Data goes back to 2005. 
• COVID-19 Impact on the 2020 ACS release:

• 5-Year Statement - https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press
-releases/2021/acs-5-year-estimates.html.  

• Press Kit - https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2021/impact
-pandemic-2020-acs-1-year.html. 
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Key Dates 
• November 2021: 2020 ACS 

1-Year Experimental 
Estimates*

• March 2022: 2016–2020 
ACS 5-Year Estimates

• September 2022: 2021 
ACS 1-Year Estimates

• December 2022: 201–2021 
ACS 5-Year Estimates

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2021/acs-5-year-estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2021/impact-pandemic-2020-acs-1-year.html


Current Population Survey
• One of the oldest, largest and most well-

recognized surveys in the United States.
• Primary source of monthly labor force statistics 

and monthly demographic statistics on 30+ 
topics such as:

• Educational attainment.
• Families and living arrangements.
• Income, poverty, and health insurance.
• Mover rates, etc. 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps.html
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Key Dates 
• September: Income, 

Poverty, Health Insurance
• November: Families and 

Living Arrangements

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps.html


Population Estimates

• Produces most up-to-date population 
numbers between decennial censuses. 

• Provides population counts for nation, 
state, counties, and incorporated 
places. 

• Housing unit totals are available at 
national and state levels.

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest.html
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Key Dates
• March 2022: County and 

metro/micro areas
• May 2022: Cities and towns
• May 2022: National, state, and 

county housing units 
• June 2022: National, state, and 

county demographics
• December 2022: National, state, 

and Puerto Rico

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest.html


Pulse Survey
Small Business Pulse Survey 

• Provides detailed information on the challenges small businesses are facing during the 
COVID-19 pandemic as well as their participation in federal programs such as the 
Paycheck Protection Program. Data are available by sector and state for the 50 most 
populous Metropolitan Statistical Areas. 

• Available on a weekly basis.
• Access statistics: https://portal.census.gov/pulse/data/.

Household Pulse Survey
• The survey asks questions about how unemployment insurance benefits, the Child Tax 

Credit, sexual orientation and gender identity, rent/mortgage arrears, utility arrears 
and restrictions, summer catch-up education activities for grades K-12, preventative 
health care for children, the COVID-19 vaccination, and transportation have been 
affected by the ongoing crisis.

• Available on a monthly basis. 
• Access statistics: https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/hhp/. 

https://portal.census.gov/pulse/data/
https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/hhp/


Economic Programs

The Census Bureau produces economic data across the entire economy 
on a monthly, quarterly, yearly, and 5-year basis.
• Economic Indicators.
• Annual Business Survey. 
• Economic Census (every 5 years). 

https://www.census.gov/topics/business-economy.html

https://www.census.gov/topics/business-economy.html


Agenda

• Intro to Census Bureau Data
• Data Equity
• Race and Ethnicity Statistics
• Demo of data.census.gov
• Q&A
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Data Equity

Leslie Malone, Public Affairs Specialist, U.S. Census Bureau



Data Equity

• Census Bureau surveys and programs have long measured equity gaps 
across demographic groups. 

• Publicly available data and tools can help identify vulnerable and 
underserved communities. 

• The Census Bureau is committed to raising awareness about data, tools, 
and resources available to help federal, state, local governments and 
community groups identify underserved communities and equitably 
distribute resources. 

https://www.census.gov/about/what/data-equity.html

https://www.census.gov/about/what/data-equity.html


Data for Equity

• Demographic Data
• Data Tools
• Public Assistance Program Metrics
• Diversity Measurement
• Data Education

https://www.census.gov/about/what/data-equity.html

https://www.census.gov/about/what/data-equity.html


Data Equity Tools
• Community Resilience Estimates
• The Response Outreach Area Mapper
• Opportunity Atlas
• LEHD
• Census Business Builder
• Household Pulse Survey
• Income and Poverty Interactive Data Tool

https://www.census.gov/about/what/data-equity/tools.html

https://www.census.gov/about/what/data-equity/tools.html


Data Equity Press Kit

• Data
• Reports and other publications
• Director’s blog
• America Counts
• Visualizations and webinars
• Tools and resources

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2021/data-equity-resources.html

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2021/data-equity-resources.html


Agenda

• Intro to Census Bureau Data
• Data Equity
• Race and Ethnicity Statistics
• Demo of data.census.gov
• Q&A
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Racial and Ethnic Diversity in the United States: 
Highlights from the 2020 Census

Nicholas Jones, director of Race Ethnicity Research & Outreach, Population Division

Rachel Marks, branch chief, Racial Statistics Branch, Population Division



2020 U.S. Population More 
Racially and Ethnically Diverse 

Than Measured in 2010

Improved Race and Ethnicity 
Measures Reveal U.S. Population 

Is Much More Multiracial

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/08/2020-united-states-population-more-racially-ethnically-diverse-than-2010.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/08/improved-race-ethnicity-measures-reveal-united-states-population-much-more-multiracial.html




OMB ethnicity categories:
• Hispanic or Latino
• Not Hispanic or Latino

OMB race categories:
• American Indian or Alaska Native
• Asian
• Black or African American
• Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
• White

The Census Bureau is required by Congress to use the category “Some Other Race” 
as a sixth race category.

Source: www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-1997-10-30/pdf/97-28653.pdf

U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
Standards for Race and Ethnicity (1997)



2020 Census
Separate Ethnicity Question Separate Race Question

• Question designs for 2020 Census adhere 
to 1997 OMB standards for race and 
ethnicity.

• The Census Bureau did not use combined 
question format for collecting race and 
ethnicity.

• 1997 OMB standards require two separate 
questions for self-response.

• “Middle Eastern or North African” (MENA) 
category not used, but detailed MENA 
responses collected.

• Significant changes from 2010 Census 
questions for race and ethnicity.



• The instruction to “Print origin, for example” 
was revised to “Print, for example.”

• The example groups were revised from 
“Argentinean, Colombian, Dominican, 
Nicaraguan, Salvadoran, Spaniard, and so on.” 
to “Salvadoran, Dominican, Colombian, 
Guatemalan, Spaniard, Ecuadorian, etc.”

Improvements to the 2020 Census 
Hispanic Origin Question



• The write-in instructions for the "Some Other Race" 
category were updated to "Print race or origin."

• The category “Black, African Am., or Negro” was 
changed to “Black or African Am.” on paper.

• Write-in response areas were added for the White 
and Black or African American racial categories.

• Six examples were provided for each of the write-in 
fields allocated to the "White," "Black or African 
American," and "American Indian or Alaska Native" 
groups. 

• The checkbox category “Guamanian or Chamorro” 
was changed to “Chamorro.”

Improvements to the 2020 Census 
Race Question

• The detailed Asian and Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander checkboxes were re-ordered by 
population size.





Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.
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2020 Census Shows Different But Reasonable and Expected Distributions

• Improving the 2020 Census questions on Hispanic origin and race, 
along with our coding procedures, enable us to have a more 
complete picture of the detailed identities reported by the U.S. 
population in 2020.

• The 2020 Census and 2010 Census race data comparisons should be 
made with caution, considering the improvements.

• Results are not surprising and align with expert research and findings.

• These improvements more accurately illustrate the richness and 
complexity of how people identify their race and ethnicity in the 21st

century within the OMB Standards.



Percent Distribution of Race for Hispanic Origin Respondents by 
Question Format in the 2015 National Content Test

Note: 95% confidence intervals are depicted by the vertical black lines at the top of each bar.
Source: 2015 National Content Test data.

























Race and Ethnicity Data Viz Racial Ethnic Diversity Data Viz

DATA GEMS: How Can I Visualize Race and Hispanic Origin Data From the 2020 and 2010 Censuses?

DATA GEMS: How Can I Access Data About Race and Ethnic Diversity From the 2020 and 2010 Censuses?

http://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/race-and-ethnicity-in-the-united-state-2010-and-2020-census.html
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/racial-and-ethnic-diversity-in-the-united-states-2010-and-2020-census.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/data-gems/2021/how-to-visualize-race-and-hispanic-origin-data-from-the-2020-and-2010-census.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/data-gems/2021/how-to-access-data-about-race-and-ethnic-diversity-from-the-2020-and-2010-census.html


2020 U.S. Population More 
Racially and Ethnically Diverse 

Than Measured in 2010

Improved Race and Ethnicity 
Measures Reveal U.S. Population 

Is Much More Multiracial

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/08/2020-united-states-population-more-racially-ethnically-diverse-than-2010.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/08/improved-race-ethnicity-measures-reveal-united-states-population-much-more-multiracial.html


Agenda

• Intro to Census Bureau Data
• Data Equity
• Race and Ethnicity Statistics
• Demo of data.census.gov
• Q&A
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data.census.gov
Tyson Weister, Center for Enterprise Dissemination, Dissemination Outreach Branch



Data on data.census.gov

General Data Availability: 
• Decennial Census: 2000–present.

• Population Estimates Program: A few tables 
from 2019 and 2021.

• American Community Survey (ACS): 2010–2019.

• Economic Census and Selected Surveys: 2012–
present.

ask.census.gov/prweb/PRServletCustom?pyActi
vity=pyMobileSnapStart&ArticleID=KCP-5489
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https://ask.census.gov/prweb/PRServletCustom?pyActivity=pyMobileSnapStart&ArticleID=KCP-5489&ArticleID=KCP-5489


Demo

1. Getting Started with Census Data.
Example: Geography Profile for San Antonio, TX.

2. Comparing Across Geographies in a Table.
Example: 2020 Census Hispanic population counts for Michigan, Wayne County, and Detroit city.

3. Comparing Across Geographies in a Map.
Example: Percent without health insurance for all census tracts in Ada County, ID.
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Demo

1. Getting Started with Census Data.
Example: Geography Profile for San Antonio, TX.

2. Comparing Across Geographies in a Table.
Example: 2020 Census Hispanic population counts for Michigan, Wayne County, and Detroit city.

3. Comparing Across Geographies in a Map.
Example: Percent without health insurance for all census tracts in Ada County, ID.
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Health Insurance in Ada County, ID

• 8.7% of people in 
Ada County, ID are 
without health 
insurance, but 
how can we 
visualize what this 
looks like within 
the county?
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Demo

1. Getting Started with Census Data.
Examples: Geography Profile for San Antonio, TX.

2. Comparing Across Geographies in a Table.
Example: 2020 Census Hispanic population counts for Michigan, Wayne County, and Detroit city.

3. Comparing Across Geographies in a Map.
Example: Percent without health insurance for all census tracts in Ada County, ID.
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Our Development Depends on YOUR Feedback!

Check out data.census.gov and provide comments at 
census.data@census.gov or send an e-mail to 

cedsci.feedback@census.gov.

84



Stay Connected!

data.census.gov resources page:
census.gov/data/what-is-data
-census-gov.html

Feedback: E-mail comments to 
census.data.@census.gov

Public Information Office
pio@census.gov
301-763-3030

85

https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html
mailto:census.data.@census.gov
mailto:pio@census.gov


Agenda

• Intro to Census Bureau Data
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Connect with the Census Bureau
Visit the Census Newsroom to sign up for regular updates on the census operations timeline, 

data sources, and press releases. www.census.gov/newsroom

Contact PIO at pio@census.gov or 301-763-3030 or 877-866-2010.

twitter.com/uscensusbureau
youtube.com/user/ 

uscensusbureau instagram.com/uscensusbureau linkedin.com/company/
us-census-bureau​facebook.com/uscensusbureau

http://www.census.gov/newsroom
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