Visual storytelling

Design and code in
modern journalism




Graphics/graphic design =
visual communications

Graphic design is deliberate and considered.
It is designed.



Four basic principles of design:

- Contrast
- Repetition
- Alignment

- Proximity



Contrast

Use contrast to add visual interest to your work

- Contrast is created when two elements are different
- Grabs a reader's attention
- Creates Hierarchy among elements

- Direct a reader's eye



Contrast

Contrast can be used in many ways.




Herb Lubalin



Good or bad use of contrast? Why?
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prox imity

Use to group related elements



Physical closeness implies a relationship.
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Swan Lake

The production will appear on 18 March 2010 and tickets will go
on sale from Thursday 5 November 2009.

Thu 18/03/10
19:30 The Russian State Ballet - Swan Lake
Grand Canal Theatre - Dublin

With over 60 dancers performing their sparkling version of this
classic ballet on the new stage, accompanied by a full symphony
orchestra, this show will provide a spectacular way to experience
the full grandeur of Dublin's brand new 2,000 seat theatre,
designed by uber-architect Daniel Libeskind. The theatre has
been designed as a receiving house for musicals, theatre, ballet
and opera and will be operated by Live Nation.

The formation of The Russian State Ballet in 1979 brought stars
from the famous Bolshoi, Kirov and Stanislavski ensembles
together to create a touring company of the highest standard in
order to bring Soviet ballet to the rest of the world.
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Don't be afraid of white space.

Think small.
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where the gos goes. Or rocking vp 40,000 miles on o set of ©r trode in your old VW for a
Nobody eves stores ot cur shope. tires. sew one.
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Alignment

Use to create unity between elements and
organize the page.

- Nothing should be placed on the page arbitrarily.
- Every item should have a visual connection with

something else on the page.



Alignment

This text is flush left.
Some people call it
quad left, or you can say
it is left aligned.

This text is centered.
If you are going to
center text,
make it
obvious.

In this paragraph it is
difficult to tell if this text
was centered purposely
or perhaps accidentally.
The line lengths are not
the same, but they are not
really different. If you can’t
instantly tell that the type
is centered, why bother?

This text is flush right.
Some people call it
quad right, or you can
say it is right aligned.
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https://www.printwand.com/blog/basic-alignment-principles-in-graphic-design-with-examples

Repetition

Use to create consistency (unity) and visual interest.

- Repeat aspects of the design throughout the entire piece.
- Repeat a bold font, a line, a bullet, color or other design element.
- Use to tie together elements on a page or to create unify in a

Mmultipage document.



Use repetition to tie together elements on a page:
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Use repetition to tie together a magazine or newsletter or newspaper:
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Use repetition to tie together elements of a package:

TOGETHER WITH THEIR PARENTS

SYDNEY JASMINE HUGHES

: AND e
ELIJAH JAMES MONTGOMERY

REQUEST THE PLEASURE OF YOUR COMPANY
AT THE CELEBRATION OF THEIR UNION
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PLEASE INITIAL EACH GUEST'S ENTREE SELECTION:

BEEF WELLINGTON

BAKED STUFFED SHRIMP

VEGETABLE CANNELLONI




Unity

To make all elements on the page appear to be unified,
connected and interrelated, there needs to be some visual
tie between the separate elements. Accomplish unity by
applying design fundamentals: contrast, repetition,

alignment and proximity.

What is unity? (video)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQhHX5zpC-U

Since prehistoric times, life has taken a toll on the
outward appearances of birds. But a routine flightless
phase - the moult - lends waterfowl an annual fresh
set of feathers, ensuring they remain aloft, keep
buoyant and stay attractive.
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By fake MacDon

It’s hard to imagine a creature more pleasant than a duck. Graceful in flight,
clownish in its walk, the duck makes children laugh just by shaking its tail. But if we
wind the clock back far enough, we discover that the modern duck could have once
been a smaller relative of a terrifying predator.

Mont sciemtists agree thae binds have descended Gom
dimosaurs, evidenced by a fossilized cvolutronary erail
of increasingly birdlike pelvic bones, similaritics in
foot structure. and ulimately, Sathers.
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Muscam of Natural Hotory found fosslized sensains
of an owiraptor in the Gobi Desert. with speculation
from some that the dnosasr could have suisothered in
2 dust starns. Bat its long logs were folded ap beneath
its breast, and its forelimbs w circled protectively
around a clutch of 15 to 20 epgs
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tive edge for propabion or to asis in saking controlied
Jeaps. Comversely, moee recent evadence suggeses that
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Typography




Designers learn to be expressive using typography.

- Think about what you are communicating with your type.
- Consider the effect of the fonts that you choose.
- Your type choices should match the tone of the content.

- You cannot go wrong using tried and true fonts.



Baskerville
Bodoni
Droid serif
Georgla
Times

Garamond



Helvetica
Verdana

Gill Sans
Century Gothic
Arial

Lato
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SMOKING REDUCES WEIGHT

{one lung at a time)




Color theory

Color evokes emotion and adds meaning to your
design. Use this to communicate your message
and create context.



Use colors to highlight important items, create
hierarchy, add evoke emotion.

Consider how a color will make someone feel.



Bold, exciting, strong

NETFLIX




; R_ANGER NATURALIST SERVICE

NATURE WALKS
FIELD TRIPS
CAMP FIRE-—-
PROGRAMS
NATURE TALKS

Dynamic, dramatic

U.S. DEPA
OF THE IN




Enlightenment, optimism



Stimulates activity, appetite, socializing!




Elegant, calm, royal



Wealth, money
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Visual storytelling



A story is not
just facts

A story is a series of events that happened to
someone and how they respond. It is facts
mixed with emotion.



THE KING DIED
AND THEN THE

QUEEN DIED...
... OF GRIEF

)



| can’t breathe

https:/www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/06/28/us/i-cant-breathe-police-arrest.html

“Please. . I can’t relax. You
gotta take this mask off, dude. Please.”


https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/06/28/us/i-cant-breathe-police-arrest.html

20 dreams

https:/www.nvtimes.com/interactive/2020/06/12/opinion/reader-dreams-2020.html

[ dreamed that [ went on a safari and Joe
Exotic was my guide. He was holding a

massive python for some reason. It slithered

away and accidentally killed a tiger in front of

everyone. Joe gave out vape pens as an

apology.



https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/06/12/opinion/reader-dreams-2020.html

FI.atten th_e curve

raphics/2020/world/corona-simulator,

Count Change over time
Recovered 0

Healthy 57 ‘
Sick 143



https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/world/corona-simulator/

- Songs of summer



https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/08/09/opinion/do-songs-of-the-summer-sound-the-same.html

Design tools for
storytelling

Symbolism
Color
Composition
Typography
Design style



Words & Images

Show and tell. Juxtapose words and images

for maximum impact.









Practice journalism

You are a journalist first.



Design and code in the service of storytelling,
following the ethical tenets of journalism.



1. Seek Truth and Report It

Ethical journalism should be accurate and fair.

2. Minimize Harm

Ethical journalism treats sources, subjects, colleagues and members of the public as
human beings deserving of respect.



3. Act Independently

The highest and primary obligation of ethical journalism is to serve the public.

4. Be Accountable and Transparent

Ethical journalism means taking responsibility for one's work and explaining one’s
decisions to the public.

Source: Society for Professional Journalists



Here are some of the best digital journalism
projects from the last few years.

Diqgital journalism examples



https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vSQUGnSz6f50m9jOs4W-tH_Q-3Zx9rGePm_1HwqnkyBhwKtjIVBxEjxB50oSMEm6REDzs57_rd4zs-V/pub

