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Political Investigations 101
● Campaign finance disclosure

○ FEC: https://www.fec.gov/data
○ ProPublica’s FEC Itemizer: https://projects.propublica.org/itemizer
○ OpenSecrets: https://www.opensecrets.org
○ State/local: https://www.followthemoney.org

● Lobbying disclosure
○ Senate website: https://lda.senate.gov/filings/public/filing/search
○ OpenSecrets: https://www.opensecrets.org/federal-lobbying

● Foreign lobbying disclosure
○ FARA: https://efile.fara.gov/ords/fara/f?p=1235:10
○ OpenSecrets: https://www.opensecrets.org/fara

● Personal financial disclosure
○ Executive Branch and White House
○ House and Senate

https://www.fec.gov/data
https://projects.propublica.org/itemizer/
https://www.opensecrets.org
https://www.followthemoney.org
https://lda.senate.gov/filings/public/filing/search/
https://www.opensecrets.org/federal-lobbying
https://efile.fara.gov/ords/fara/f?p=1235:10
https://www.opensecrets.org/fara
https://www.oge.gov/web/oge.nsf/Officials%20Individual%20Disclosures%20Search%20Collection?OpenForm
https://www.whitehouse.gov/disclosures/financial-disclosures/
https://disclosures-clerk.house.gov/PublicDisclosure/FinancialDisclosure
https://efdsearch.senate.gov/search/


Political Investigations 101

WHAT TO KNOW AND WHAT TO LOOK FOR

What they report (receipts, expenditures, descriptions, dates, income, values)

Filing deadlines (monthly, quarterly, bi-annually)

Subjects of interest (RNC, Save America PAC, Biden campaign, Ricchetti Inc, Ballard Partners)

Talk to sources (donors, lobbyists, staffers, watchdog groups, experts)







Examples:

https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/lobbying-firms-connected-biden-white-house-flourishing-administration/story?id=80911720
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/fresh-2020-election-big-donors-jumping-back-support/story?id=79364374


Building your own data: financial disclosures



Building your own data: financial disclosures

https://abcnews.go.com/US/obama-era-officials-return-white-house-worth-millions/story?id=76582015


Beyond campaigns, lobbying and politicians

https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/white-neighborhoods-have-more-access-to-covid-19-testing-sites/





