
RETHINKING CRIME AND 
IMMIGRATION

Charis E. Kubrin

Professor

Department of Criminology, Law & Society

Department of Sociology

University of California, Irvine





Dear Professor Sampson:
I met your article with not merely a chuckle, but guffaws - uncontrollable, 

hysterical laughter. On what planet did you study sociology — Buck Rogers' Mongo?
I have never read a collection of convoluted "statistics" and fabricated claptrap 

such as you espouse — not in my 65 years — that even BEGAN to approach the level 
of absurdity you puff. I don’t know from where you get your alleged facts, but I lived 
with your precious Mexican Americans in Phoenix Arizona. I regularly witnessed 
drunken brawls, defecation in public streets, destruction of public property, violent 
fights with knives, guns and machetes, assault on innocents, a level of burglary and 
theft never before seen (until Mexicans moved into the area)…

Six or eight decades ago, BEFORE criminal, indigent Mexicans began to fill 
our cities and towns, immigrants were studious, energetic, eager to assimilate and 
peaceful. They CONTRIBUTED to this nation. Today’s immigrants, however, 
especially Mexicans, are generally lazy, criminal, have no intention of assimilating, are 
uneducated beyond perhaps mid grade school, have no trade, and are here for what they 
can suck from the lifeblood of our country.

You and your Ivy League-educated ilk live in a counterfeit utopian sphere of 
fantasy and lunacy. Your hot air would fill all of the balloons at the New Mexico 
balloon fest, leaving enough to launch the next space shuttle!



WHAT SCHOLARS KNOW

“The major finding of a century 

of research on immigration and 

crime is that…immigrants nearly 

always exhibit lower crime rates 

than native groups.” 
(Martinez & Lee 2000, NIJ Report)



PUBLIC OPINION ON IMMIGRATION & CRIME

 Regardless of time period, public opinion is that 
immigration and crime are causally linked (Simon 
1985, 1987, 1993) 

 2006 General Social Survey- “Does more immigrants 
cause higher crime rates?”
 25% said “very likely” 
 47% said “somewhat likely”





…





NATIONAL ACADEMIES OF SCIENCES REPORT

“The consistency with which studies find 

that areas with greater concentrations of 

immigrants have lower rates of crime is 

simply stunning.  This finding, according 

to the collective literature, holds true for 

various measures of immigrant 

concentration as well as for different 

types of crime; in cross-sectional as well 

as longitudinal analyses of the 

immigration-crime nexus.”



IMMIGRATION & CRIME META-ANALYSIS

 1) What is the overall average immigration-crime 
relationship? Is it positive or negative? Is it a strong 
relationship or one that is weak?
 Relationship between immigration and crime is weak; null or 

negatively associated

 2) Are differences in study characteristics related to any 
variation in findings on the immigration-crime relationship? 
How do certain characteristics of studies impact study 
findings?
 Strongest negative findings for most complete studies and those 

with longitudinal design













1) Uncover and identify unanticipated and hidden 
consequences of immigration policies and practices 
here and abroad;

2) Illuminate layered realities of immigrants’ lives and 
describe varying complexities surrounding immigration 
and  crime, law and victimization;

3) Situate themes within larger context of immigration 
and social control—new modes of control in 
post 9/11 era.

Punishing Immigrants: 
Policy, Politics and Injustice

(New York University Press)



You and your “research” team reached the conclusions you wished to reach, not based on evidence or  

findings, but based on your radical left-wing politics. 

To pretend that there are no costs of policing our Mexican border, delivering the babies of illegal 

immigrants, educating them, incarcerating illegals who commit a disproportionately high number of 

crimes, is the height of dishonesty.  The height of it. 

But then again, you educators are the ones who have long clamored for more money for education 

under the false pretense that it will make things better. In fact, what you have done is dumbed down 

education to such an extent that tens of millions of kids now attend college who are not qualified to do 

so.

You should all be ashamed of yourselves for your dishonesty, but you are not.



NIJ GRANT: 
NEW DIRECTIONS IN RESEARCH ON 

IMMIGRATION & CRIME
 Limitations in existing research:

 1) Research lumps immigrants together and neglects 
important within-group differences
 Racial/ethnic groups; emigration region; neighborhoods where 

immigrants co-locate once in U.S.; citizenship status; motive for 
migration; level of assimilation

 How robust is the immigration-crime relationship? What are the 
appropriate ways to capture varied effects of immigrant groups on 
neighborhood crime rates? Does citizenship status matter? How 
does motive for migration impact how immigration and crime are 
associated? What about levels of assimilation? Which immigrant 
groups have crime reducing effects in neighborhoods? Which have 
crime enhancing effects? How best can researchers conceptualize 
and measure the ecology of immigrant communities?



NIJ GRANT: 
NEW DIRECTIONS IN RESEARCH ON 

IMMIGRATION & CRIME
 2) Little understanding of how broader context, including 

where immigrants settle as well as immigration-related 
policies and practices, condition immigration-crime 
relationship
 Destination context; immigration enforcement (policies and 

practices)

 How does the broader context into which migrants settle 
condition the local immigration-crime relationship? How does 
immigration enforcement condition the relationship between 
immigration and crime? Does aggressive immigration 
enforcement discourage crime victims from coming forward? Do 
“sanctuary cities” attract crime-prone immigrants, reducing public 
safety overall?



IMPLICATIONS

 Little gained in crime control by enacting harsh, restrictive, 
exclusionary immigration policy

 “…Immigrants to the United States appear to have similar 
or lower rates of crime as those of citizens—an established 
finding for legal immigrants and the most plausible 
hypothesis for illegal immigrants. It is thus not legitimate to 
blame the street crime problem on immigration and to 
suggest that major reductions in crime in the United States 
will follow from any proposed changes to immigration 
policies” (Gottfredson and Hirschi 2020:183).

 Prevention (not just punishment)
 Alleviate strains of disadvantage, poverty, unemployment



BARRIERS TO ACADEMIC/JOURNALIST 
RELATIONSHIP

Warring timelines
 Journalists on perpetual deadline
 Academics have many milestones

 Journalists want neat soundbite
 Social science research is highly nuanced

 The Academic Dilemma
We want our work to make a difference but...
 No training
 Institutional mindset
 Little to no incentive for media coverage



Thank you!

ckubrin@uci.edu

mailto:ckubrin@uci.edu
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