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Learn the terms
-- Income: Almost all forms of 
money received
-- Earnings: Wages, salaries, 
tips, bonuses, commission
-- Median: Half make more, half 
make less
-- Household: Any occupied 
housing unit
-- Family: 2+ related people in a 
household
-- Per capita: Includes all people
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Income data: Old standbys
-- Census: American 
Community Survey

-- Census: CPS Annual Social 
and Economic Supplement 
(ASEC)

-- BLS: Monthly employment 
situation

-- IRS: Statistics of Income
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Income data: Specialty flavors
-- CPS: Earnings by 
occupation
-- QCEW: Payroll 
-- LEHD PSEO: 
Earnings based on 
college major
-- SIPP: Safety net 
benefits
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American Community Survey
-- Data released each fall for previous 
calendar year
-- 1-year and 5-year data
-- Coverage: National -> 
neighborhoods
-- Income, poverty, income disparity
-- Breakdowns: Sex, race, age of 
householder, occupation, college 
major, education, nativity, citizenship, 
number of earners, presence of 
children, etc.
-- Write this down: censusreporter.org
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ACS: Income
-- 52 basic tables, some 
repeated for each race

-- Types: earnings, SS, SSI, 
wage/salary, retirement, 
investment, public assistance

-- Income groups, medians, 
aggregates



ACS: Poverty status
-- 26 basic tables, several 
repeated by race

-- Age, education, employment, 
household type, own/rent, 
SNAP benefits

-- Income/poverty ratio: 
B17002 



ACS: Shares of income by quintile
-- Shares: B19082

-- Upper ends: B19080

-- Means: B19081



ACS: Income disparity
-- Gini index: 0 to 1

-- Based on Lorenz curve

-- Table B19083

-- NYC:            0.5473

   Seattle:         0.4793

   Des Moines: 0.4436 



Thanks for listening!
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